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more violent when he noticed that this official coolly
continued his conversation with King Joseph in a
corner of the room. Count Mollien then spoke to
the Emperor of the financial condition, and proposed
measures to prevent an absolute deficit. 4My dear
man,' said Napoleon, c if the enemy reaches the gates
of Paris, the Empire will have ceased to exist.' "

The same day, Sunday, January 23, 1814, Pope
Pius VII. left Fontainebleau. He had refused to
treat with Napoleon, but he had said to the prelate
charged with proposing the arrangement to him:
" Assure the Emperor that I am not his enemy. I
love France, and when I get to Rome, you will see
that I shall do everything that is proper*" Since
Cossack bands had already appeared in the neighbor-
hood of Montereau, Napoleon did not care to leave
his venerable adversary within reach of a sudden
attack. But, instead of letting him depart alone and
free, he had entrusted him to the care of Lagorse, the
commander of the gens d'armes, who, while seeming
to carry him back to Rome, was really charged with
leading him slowly, by a devious route, to Savona,
where a credit had already been deposited with the
Receiver General of the Department of Montenotte,
providing twelve thousand francs a month for the
support of the Pope.

The Pope was then still a prisoner. As M. Veuil-
lot has said: " It was well that the Roman pontiff,
timid and captive, should nevertheless appear before
the eyes of the whole world as the only sovereign